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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM 

SUBJ: FAR EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW ON HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS 

REP: STATE 80963 

1. USIS/SEOUL REPORTS THAT FAR EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW 
CIRCULATION IS LIMITED IN KOREA TO MAILED SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ONLY. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW MANY RECEIVE THE MAGAZINE, 

BUT PRESUME CIRCULATION IS NOT GREAT SINCE FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE REGULATIONS FORCE SUBSCRIBERS TO PROVE THEIR 
NEED TO BUY MAGAZINES ON THIS BASIS. 

2. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED ITS COPIES OF APRIL 8 ISSUE AND 

USIS HAS LEARNED THAT SEVERAL KOREAN SUBSCRIBERS HAVE ALSO 
RECEIVED THEIR COPIES. 

3. ROK MEDIA HAVE MADE NO (RPT NO) COMMENT ON APRIL 8 
ISSUE AS OF TODAY, APRIL 25. 

4. IN MORE GENERAL VEIN WE SHOULD NOTE THAT THERE HAS 
BEEN MARKED DIMINUTION OF CENSORSHIP OF ALL IMPORTED PUBLI- 
CATIONS BOTH FOR SUBSCRIBERS AND AT NEWSTANDS SINCE lANUARY 
OF THIS YEAR AND THERE HAVE BEEN FEW INSTANCES OF CENSORSHIP. 
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PREVIOUSLY, SUCH MAGAZINES AS TIME AND NEWSWEEK LOOKED LIKE THEY 
HAD BEEN THROUGH A SHREDDER BY THE TIME THEY GOT INTO THE HANDS 
OF THE READING PUBLIC. 
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